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Model
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(Lack of Placement Prevention Services

Reasonable Due to Emergency Situation)
Purpose:  To provide a format for courts to order or continue shelter care placement of alleged delinquents, or adjudicated delinquents who have violated conditions of probation or placement where the court has determined that although services were not offered to prevent removal of the juvenile from the home, this level of effort was reasonable due to the emergency nature of the situation, safety considerations, and circumstances of the family.

Key provisions:  Includes required “contrary to the welfare of the juvenile” language, as well as language documenting the court’s determination that “although services were not offered to prevent removal of the juvenile from the home, this level of effort was reasonable due to the emergency nature of the situation, safety considerations, and circumstances of the family.”  The document also provides the means for the court to order “shared case management responsibility” for the juvenile by the juvenile probation department and county children and youth agency.

If this document is not utilized:  Ensure that any such “shelter care order” includes language to enable the court to document the determination that “to allow the juvenile to remain in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the juvenile” as well as the appropriate determination regarding whether “reasonable efforts” were or were not made to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the juvenile from the home, or not required due to the emergency nature of the situation, safety considerations, and circumstances of the family.  In addition, ensure that any such order includes the name of the caregiver(s) from whose home the juvenile was removed and the relationship of the caregiver(s) to the juvenile.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF___________________ COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

In the interest of _______________________  Date of Birth__________ Juvenile No. __________





(A MINOR)

SHELTER CARE ORDER

(Alleged/Adjudicated Delinquent Juvenile)

(Lack of Placement Prevention Services Reasonable Due to Emergency Situation)

And now, this _____day of _________, 2___, after informal hearing pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. §6332, the Court hereby finds that probable cause exists that the above named juvenile:


(
has committed the following delinquent act(s): ______________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


(
has violated conditions of probation or placement following an adjudication of delinquency, to wit: _________________________________________________________________  _______________________________________________________________________

Case management responsibility  ( IS  ( IS NOT  to be shared by the___________County Juvenile Probation Department and the______________County Children and Youth Agency.

Further, the Court hereby finds that     ( placement    ( continued placement     in shelter care is required, that to allow this juvenile to remain in the home of 
                      [name of caregiver(s)]_____________  ,                     (relationship to juvenile)                           , would be contrary to the juvenile’s welfare, and although services were not offered to prevent removal of this juvenile from the home, this level of effort was reasonable due to the emergency nature of the situation, safety considerations, and circumstances of the family.

It is therefore ordered that  
                          (juvenile)                        be placed in              (shelter care facility)                  until further order of this court. 

Case management responsibility is to be shared by the _________________County Juvenile Probation Department and the __________________County Children and Youth Agency.










By the Court,










_______________________
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